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ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND LAND REFORM COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

1st Meeting, 2020 (Session 5) 
 

Tuesday 14 January 2020 
 
The Committee will meet at 11.00 am in the Robert Burns Room (CR1). 
 
1. EU exit and the environment: The Committee will take evidence, in a 

roundtable discussion, on environmental principles and governance from— 
 

Professor James Harrison, University of Edinburgh; 
 
Aedán Smith, head of policy and advocacy, RSPB Scotland; 
 
Hatti Owens, lawyer in UK environment team, Client Earth; 
 
Professor Campbell Gemmell, author of 'Environmental governance: 
effective approaches for Scotland post-Brexit'; 
 
Dr Sheila George, food and environment policy manager, WWF Scotland; 
 
Nick Halfhide, director of sustainable growth, Scottish Natural Heritage; 
 
Annalisa Savaresi, senior lecturer in environmental law, University of 
Stirling; 
 
Joanna Waddell, senior associate at CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro 
Olswang LLP and representative, UK Environmental Law Association; 
 
Lloyd Austin, convener of governance group, Scottish Environment LINK; 
 
Bridget Marshall, head of regulatory strategy and government relations, 
SEPA. 
 

2. EU exit and the environment (in private): The Committee will review the 
evidence heard earlier in the meeting. 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 1  

Paper by the clerk 
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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

1st Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Tuesday, 14 January 2020 

EU exit and the environment – environmental principles and governance 

1. In anticipation of environmental governance arrangements being brought 
forward by the Scottish Government, the Committee agreed at its meeting on 
26 November 2019 to undertake an information gathering exercise via a 
roundtable discussion in mid-January. 

2. Participants will note that the Scottish Parliament’s Information Centre 
(SPICe) has published a briefing to inform and support this meeting. 

3. Members may wish to refer to the Cabinet Secretary’s letters to the 
Committee providing an update on environmental principles and governance (9 
October) and a more general update on issues around EU exit (24 October). 

Possible areas for discussion 

• Environment strategy – including could this provide a coherent ‘umbrella’ 
for all environmental policies? Should the strategy have a legislative basis? 

• Environmental principles – including what would be the impact of giving 
these a legislative basis; whether these should apply at policy/law making 
stage or during implementation stage too? how realistic is the Scottish 
Government’s ambition that its principles would “apply to UK Ministers when 
designing policies in reserved areas affecting Scotland”? 

• In terms of environmental governance post-EU exit, what is the scale of 
losing the oversight and enforcement roles of the European Commission, 
ECJ and other EU bodies? what are the options for a commissioner or 
environmental court/tribunal; and what issues exist around their remit; 
independence and sanctions; 

• To what extent, post-EU exit, would UK Government policy impact on 
environmental devolved competence through, for example, the 
negotiation and agreement of international/trade treaties; the operation of 
the UK internal market; the withdrawal agreement/WAB; and the proposed 
Environment Bill? What role would the Office for Environmental Protection 
have in Scotland? 

• Given the Scottish Government’s intention to “bring back provisions to 
ensure Scots law may continue to keep pace with EU law”, what 
challenges would the Government face in trying to keep pace with EU law? 
Which areas of environmental EU law should, and shouldn’t, Scotland keep 
pace with?  Should this be set out in the environment strategy?  How easy 
would it be to ‘keep pace’ if UK policy was to diverge from EU law?   

Committee clerks 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/ECCLR_2019.10.09_IN_CS_on_environmental_principles_and_governance.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/ECCLR_2019.10.09_IN_CS_on_environmental_principles_and_governance.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/ECCLR_20191024_Cab_Sec_ECCLR_-_EU_Exit_preparations.pdf
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